
YORK UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF ARTS, MEDIA, PERFORMANCE, AND DESIGN
DEPT OF VISUAL ART HISTORY
FA/ARTH 3999 3.00 - New Media Art: From Duchamp To The Postdigital

TIME / LOCATION: Zoom meetings (see eClass for invitation links), Monday, 8:30 to 11:30 am.
COURSE DIRECTOR: Andrew Bailey, PhD Candidate
CONTACT: andrewrb@yorku.ca

OFFICE HOURS:
I will be holding office hours every week after our scheduled Monday morning classes,

from 11:30am-12:30pm. Please let me know if you are wanting to take advantage of this time
as early as possible so that I can schedule accordingly. If you cannot meet during this time
please contact me to either discuss any potential issues/questions via email or to schedule
a meeting for another date/time.

NOTES ON ONLINE COURSE FORMAT:
This course was originally meant to be an in-person lecture that you would attend on

campus, however due to the restrictions put into place by COVID-19 I have designed it into
being an online course with classes that take place via Zoom meetings (these will also be
recorded and posted to eClass for those in different time zones or who are unable to attend).

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course examines the history of new media art with the goal of providing students

with a wide ranging, yet in-depth survey of key figures, artworks, and texts from the last
seventy years. The course begins by theoretically interrogating the notions of medium, media,
and new media, looking to key figures such as Walter Benjamin, Marshall McLuhan, and
Clement Greenberg, before taking a thematic rather than strictly chronological tour through
new media art history. Classes consist of a blend of slide lectures, video screenings, student
presentations, and group discussion. Classes are organized thematically with weekly topics
that will include combinations of the following topics: print, performance, photography,
television, cinema, video, animation, systems, networks, surveillance, the body, games and
play, social media, virtual worlds, simulation, ecologies, digital decay, and the postdigital. To
support this topical breadth this course draws readings from a variety of disciplines that
include art history, cinema and media studies, game studies, anthropology, and
environmental criticism. By the end of this course students will have gained a broad
understanding of the many fluid theoretical relationships between contemporary art and
technology, as well as a more specific historical knowledge of key figures and objects with
the new media art canon. Open to non-majors.

REQUIRED READINGS:
There is no textbook or course reader that students are required to purchase in taking

this course. The readings for this course will include journal articles, book chapters, videos,
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and online editorials from recognized artists, curators, and scholars from the fields of digital
and new media art. All required readings will be made available online as external links or
downloadable PDF files through the course eClass page. Both eClass and York’s online library
resources require students to use their York Passport Account.

GRADED ASSESSMENT:
You will be assessed in this course based on a combination of ten/10x written weekly

reading response assignments (30%), ten/10x weekly multiple choice quizzes taken through
the eClass platform (10%), a single/1x group presentation conducted during our weekly
scheduled classes (15%), a single/1x final essay OR take-home exam (30%), and finally your
ongoing participation during class and through the eClass forum (15%). These assignments
are designed to not only get students to engage deeply with each week’s lectures and
assigned readings, but to also utilize their peers as a potential network for scholarly research
and/or artistic inspiration.

Weekly Reading Responses (10 x 3% each) 30% - Due every Monday before 12pm/noon
Throughout the course students will write ten/10x short written responses

(approximately 250-300 words each) to one of the assigned readings from each week.
Students are required to choose one article from each week’s readings that they will then
critically respond to. In these Reading Responses students will be expected to select a single
work of digital/new media art and attempt to relate it directly to a specific theory or concept
from their selection from the respective week’s course readings. These Reading Responses
will then be posted by students in the eClass forum within the respective week’s Weekly
Reading Response thread. Posts should include at least one image of the artwork you are
referencing. In addition to acting as a discussion prompt within the eClass forum, these
Reading Responses will also be periodically used within small group activities during our
weekly classes. As these are meant to be short writing exercises all submitted Reading
Responses should have minimal to no use of direct quotations.

These ten Reading Response assignments will be due every week on Monday before
12pm/noon (except during Week 1 and Reading Week). In addition to posting these within the
eClass forum students will also be required to submit their Reading Responses for
assessment and feedback via Turnitin. Grades and feedback from the course instructor for
each of these Reading Responses will typically be sent out within a week of submission.

*UPDATE (Jan 28th, 2021): As discussed in class and on the eClass Course
announcements section, you no longer have to submit a Reading Response for the week’s
readings that you are doing your Group Presentation on. I will simply substitute your
Presentation mark for your Reading Response mark for that week meaning that you only
have to do a total of nine/9x Reading Responses.

Weekly eClass Quizzes (10 x 1% each) 10% - Due every Monday before 12pm/noon
Students will answer a weekly online quiz consisting of a set of multiple choice

questions on the eClass platform. Each week’s quiz can be accessed through a link I will
include within each week’s respective eClass section. The questions will be based on a



combination of the most recent week’s lecture and reading content. The goal of these quizzes
will be to help ensure that students are aware of the key concepts and information from each
week’s lecture content and assigned readings.

These ten weekly eClass quizzes will be due every week on Monday before noon
(except during Week 1 and Reading Week). Please remember that the quizzes will only be
available during the week that corresponds to the readings and lectures that they have been
made in reference to. The window to take the quiz will be from Monday at noon to the
following Monday at 12pm/noon so please plan accordingly. As these quizzes are multiple
choice, their grading will be automated through eClass and marks will be made available to
students immediately upon quiz completion.

Group Presentation 15% - Due during class on your group’s assigned presentation week
At the beginning of the course students will be organized into ten groups (of 3-5

people depending on total class size) and assigned a week in which they briefly present
(approximately 10 minutes) a summary of some of the major themes, figures, and
chronologies from that week’s assigned readings. There are no set structures for how these
presentations should be arranged so feel free to be creative. You may adhere strictly to
covering the readings themselves or use them as an initial prompt to discuss other artists,
curators, artwork, or popular culture that you think are significantly related to them. As part
of the conclusion to these presentations each of the groups will be also required to create 2-3
questions to help prompt class discussion afterwards. The class will then be broken up into
their ten presentation groups to discuss these questions for approximately 5-10 minutes.
During this time the course instructor will speak with the currently presenting group and ask
them some questions regarding their presentation and that week’s assigned readings.
Following this group discussion period, the class will reconvene and each group will briefly
present their answers to the presenting group’s question to the rest of the class.

Presentations will be graded based on how well the presenting students demonstrate
their understanding of the concepts, theories, and histories being referenced within the
selected texts as well any effort and/or creativity applied in constructing their slides and
delivering their presentation. On the day of their presentation, groups are required to email
their slide file(s) and a copy of their script/notes to me and I will then add them to that
week’s eClass section as review resources for the rest of the class. A grade and feedback will
be sent to the group within a week of their presentations via email.

Take-Home Exam OR Research Essay 30% - Due a week after the last class on April 05
The final assignment is a Take-Home Exam that consists of a series of comparative

short answer questions (answers should be between 250-350 words) as well as a list of short
essay questions (essay answers should be approximately 750-1000 words) that students
must choose one from to answer. Exam questions will be based on a combination of lecture
and reading content throughout the entire course.

For those interested, there is also the option of writing a Research Essay instead of the
Take-Home Exam. Both will have the same required length of words/pages (total of
approximately 2000 words), but the Research Essay will just allow more creativity in terms of



choice of topic and writing style. If you are interested in writing the Research Essay instead of
the Take-Home Exam, please make sure to send me an email as soon as possible to let me
know your proposed topic, thesis, research sources, etc.

In both cases, students will be submitting this final assignment via a Turnitin link.
Students will also be expected to reference and properly cite all external sources they use
regardless of if they choose the exam or the essay. Citations should be formatted according
to a standard academic style guide of their choice (MLA, APA, Chicago). The exam questions
will be posted on eClass before the start of class on Week 11 (Mar 22) and students will have
until April 05 (one week after the last class) to submit it through Turnitin. Feedback and
grades for the final assignment will be posted approximately 2-3 weeks after the April 05 due
date.

Participation 15% - Assessed consistently throughout the course
Your Participation grade is not only based on class attendance but also how

consistently you are asking and answering questions, providing helpful feedback for other
student’s presentations, and actively engaging during group activities. You will also be
assessed based on your participation via comments, replies, and posts within the online
eClass forum (the required ten Reading Response posts described above do not count toward
participation).

As participation is an ongoing process rather than a singular assignment, feedback
will be a bit harder to concretely give out at regular intervals. However, during the third week
(the last week that you can drop the course without receiving a final grade) of the course I
will provide each student with their current participation grade and if necessary some
general feedback on how they might improve it. This initial mark will reflect approximately a
quarter of the total Participation portion (15%) of your final grade.

ONLINE ETIQUETTE / CODE OF CONDUCT:
As so much of this course is taking place online through a combination of live

discussion, text chat, and forum posts I am including this Code of Conduct so that there is
no confusion over my expectations for your online etiquette:

1) The Zoom meetings and the eClass course page should both be viewed as safe,
inclusive, and welcoming spaces for everyone to discuss their ideas and ask
questions.

2) Do not share any of the recorded lectures or forum discussions outside of the
eClass course page.

3) When commenting on another student's ideas always make sure to do so in a
positive and encouraging manner.

4) There is zero tolerance for abuse, discrimination, or harassment of any kind.
5) There is zero tolerance for any form of hateful, sexist, racist, transphobic,

and/or ableist language.



If you are having issues with anyone in the class (whether it be myself or another
student) please do not hesitate to contact me privately about it over email at
arbailey@yorku.ca and I will work to try to resolve the issue as soon as possible.

SUBMITTING WORK / LATENESS:
As is described above, all of the Reading Response assignments all need to be both

posted in each of the respective weekly eClass forum sections and submitted via Turnitin for
feedback and assessment. The slide files and script/presentation notes for each group’s
presentations should be emailed directly to me after class on each group’s respective
presentation dates. The Take-Home Exam OR Research Essay (see above for more
information) will be submitted through Turnitin for assessment. The Weekly Quizzes are
taken online through eClass so there is no need to worry about submitting or emailing in any
files, however also please remember that the window within eClass to actually take the quiz
closes every week at 12pm/noon so please plan accordingly.

If for some reason you do not think that you will be able to make any of the
assignment deadlines please contact me as soon as possible and we can try to arrange an
extension or make-up assignment depending on your particular circumstances. If you are a
student with a disability and need accommodations or if there is a scheduling conflict due to
a religious holiday please let me know. Also, if either of these situations applies to you make
sure to take a look at the relevant resource links I have included at the bottom of this
syllabus.

*UPDATE (Jan 28th, 2021): If there is no sufficient reason for an accommodation or
extension to be provided a late penalty of 5% will be applied for any Reading Response
submitted less than a week late and 10% for any Response submitted over a week late.
This means that you can submit late Reading Responses anytime past the weekly
deadline as long as you are okay with either a 5% or 10% late penalty. However, please
remember that all Reading Responses still need to be submitted prior to April 05th at the
very latest so that I can still properly grade your work and get it to the registrar on time.
Additionally, if you are submitting a Response well past the regular deadline, please
email me to let me know as I will not be checking past Response sections very often.

This rule will also apply to the final essay/exam however there is far less wiggle
room for extra time as it is due at the end of the course. Please remember that the very
latest I can accept the final essay/exam is one week past the normal deadline (April 5th).

This rule does not apply to the Multiple Choice Quizzes which will continue to have
a firm weekly deadline and cannot be submitted late.

Lastly, if you think you will not be able to hand in your Group Presentation on time
this is something that we will need to discuss in more detail ASAP so please contact me
if you think this might be the case for you.

DROPPING THE COURSE:
*UPDATE (Jan 28th, 2021): The last date to drop a course from the Winter (W)

semester without receiving a final grade is March 12, 2021. Prior to this date you will be
provided 15% of your overall grade in order to better help you make this decision. After this



date you can still withdraw from a course using the registration and enrolment system until
the last day of class for the term associated with the course. When you withdraw from a
course, the course remains on your transcript without a grade and is notated as 'W'. The
withdrawal will not affect your grade point average or count towards the credits required for
your degree. For more information please see Undergraduate Fall/Winter Important Dates.

WEEKLY READINGS & CLASS SCHEDULE:

WEEK 1 - JAN 11
MEDIUM AND MEDIA: Introduction to the Histories of Technology and Contemporary Art

Assignments: Nothing due today, but remember that the Week 1 Reading Response and Multiple
Choice Quiz are both due next Monday (Jan 18) at 12pm/noon. Also, please remember to make a post
introducing yourself in the Week 1 Introduction thread within the course’s eClass forum. This
introduction post is not a formally required assignment but doing so will contribute
positively toward your Participation mark. For whichever students are assigned to present on the
Week 2 readings please make sure that you start preparing your presentation right away.

Readings: Domenico Quaranta. “New Media Art” in Beyond New Media Art. Link Editions. 2013,
pp 19-44 (25 pages).

Then & Now. “Walter Benjamin: The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction.”
Youtube. 8 Mar 2019 (9.5 minutes).

SneakyMister. “The Animated Theories of Clement Greenberg.” Youtube. 14 Dec 2011 (5
minutes).

The MIT Media Lab. “How the Medium Shapes the Message.” Youtube. 20 Feb 2019 (3 minutes).

Key Concepts: New media art, medium specificity, mass media, visual culture, popular
culture, art and technology, media studies, multimedia, transmedia, intermedia, video art,
moving image, formalism, postmodernism, internet art, post internet art, post-media,
post-digital, art worlds

WEEK 2 - JAN 18
THE SOUND OF MUSIC: Intermedia, Sonic Art, Video Art Music, and Music Videos

Assignments: Week 1 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Jan 18) at 12pm/noon.
Remember that the Week 2 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next Monday (Jan 25)
at 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 2 readings will be presented today (Jan 18) during
class.

https://registrar.yorku.ca/enrol/dates/fw20


Readings: Holly Rogers. “The Unification of the Senses: Intermediality in Video Art-Music.”
Journal of the Royal Musical Association, Vol. 136, No. 2 (2011), pp. 399-428 (30 pages).

Pardo, C. (2017), The Emergence of Sound Art: Opening the Cages of Sound. The Journal of
Aesthetics and Art Criticism, 75: 35-48. https://doi-org.ocadu.idm.oclc.org/10.1111/jaac.12340

Andrew R Chow.“'There's a Wide-Open Horizon of Possibility.' Musicians Are Using AI to Create
Otherwise Impossible New Songs” TIME, Feb. 05, 2020 (online article).

Key Concepts: multimedia, transmedia, sound art, synesthesia, danger music, action music,
happenings, Fluxus, performance art, field recordings, artist composers, artist musicians,
algorithmic music, AI-generated music

WEEK 3 - JAN 25
THE MOVING IMAGE I: Film, TV, Expanded Cinema, and Video Art

Assignments: Week 2 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Jan 25) at 12pm/noon.
Remember that the Week 3 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next Monday (Feb 1)
before 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 3 readings will be presented today (Jan 25)
during class.

Readings:

Rosalind Krauss. “Video: The Aesthetics of Narcissism.” October, Spring, 1976, Vol. 1 (Spring,
1976), pp. 50-64 (14 pages).

Erika Balsom. "Original Copies: How Film and Video Became Art Objects." Cinema Journal, Vol.
53, No. 1, Fall 2013, pp. 91-118 (22 pages).

Key Concepts: medium specificity, film, video, cinema, theatre, materiality, preservation,
conservation, installation, psychoanalysis, reproducibility, the art market, collecting,
archives, narrative, time, immersion

WEEK 4 - FEB 1
THE MOVING IMAGE II: Experimental Animation, 3D Modelling, Cartoons,
and Stop Motion.

Assignments: Week 3 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Feb 1) before
12pm/noon. Remember that the Week 4 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next

https://doi-org.ocadu.idm.oclc.org/10.1111/jaac.12340


Monday (Feb 8) before 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 4 readings will be presented
today (Feb 1) during class.

Readings: Paul Taberham. “It Is Alive If You Are Defining Experimental Animation” in
Experimental Animation: From Analogue to Digital, edited by Miriam Harris, et al., Taylor &
Francis Group, 2019. Pp.17-37 (20 pages).

Birgitta Hosea. “Beyond A Digital Écriture Féminine: Cyberfeminism and Experimental
Computer Animation” in Experimental Animation: From Analogue to Digital, edited by Miriam
Harris, et al., Taylor & Francis Group, 2019. Pp.132-150 (18 pages).

David OReilly. “Basic Animation Aesthetics.” Self-published on the artist's website, 2009 (7
pages.

Key Concepts: experimental animation, traditional animation, synesthesia, aesthetics, style,
commercial animation, animation festivals, computer graphics, special effects, cartooning,
comics, clay-mation, stop-motion, game engines, asset libraries, 3D modelling

WEEK 5 - FEB 8
DRAWING MACHINES: Computer Art, Algorithmic Art, AI Art, and Digital Painting.

Assignments: Week 4 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Feb 8) before
12pm/noon. Remember that you have an extra week for the Week 5 Quiz and Reading Response and
that they are both due the Monday after Reading Week (Feb 22) before 12pm/noon. Group
presentation of Week 5 readings will be presented today (Feb 8) during class.

Readings: A. Michael Noll. “Early Digital Computer Art at Bell Telephone Laboratories,
Incorporated” Leonardo, Volume 49, Number 1, 2016, pp. 55-65 (10 pages).

Fabrizio Augusto Poltronieri and Max Hanska. “Technical Images and Visual Art in the Era of
Artificial Intelligence: From GOFAI to GANs.” ARTECH 2019 - 9th International Conference on
Digital and Interactive Arts, Braga, Portugal, October 2019, pp 1-8 (8 pages).

Frank Dietrich. “Visual Intelligence: The First Decade of Computer Art (1965-1975).” IEEE
Computer Graphics and Applications, Volume: 5, Issue: 7, July 1985, pp 33-45 (12 pages).

Ian Bogost. “The AI-Art Gold Rush Is Here” The Atlantic, March 06, 2019 (online article).

Key Concepts: computer graphics, early computer art, algorithmic art, Bell Labs, artificial
intelligence, procedural generation, machine learning, authenticity, deepfakes, generative
adversarial networks, ASCII art, Photoshop

WEEK 6 - FEB 15
READING WEEK: No Class, Readings, or Assignments due



ASSIGNMENTS / READINGS: There will be no class, lecture, or assigned readings for this week. Also
please remember that you have an extra week to complete the Week 5 Reading Response and Quiz and
that they are both due before 12pm/noon next Monday (Feb 22).

WEEK 7 - FEB 22
ELECTRIC SHEEP: Robotic Art, Puppetry, Kinetic Art, and Mechanical Animals.

Assignments: Week 5 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Feb 22) before
12pm/noon. Remember that the Week 7 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next
Monday (Feb 29) before 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 7 readings will be presented
today (Feb 22) during class.

Readings: Eduardo Kac. “Origin And Development Of Robotic Art.” Art Journal, Vol. 56, Number.
3, pp. 60-67. (7 pages)
Treva Michelle Pullen. “Capricious Creatures: Animal Behaviour As A Model For Robotic Art”

Technoetic Arts: A Journal of Speculative Research. Volume 15, Number 1, 2017, pp. 53-60. (7
pages)

Quanta Gauld. “Empathy beyond the human: Interactivity and kinetic art in the context of a
global crisis.” Technoetic Arts: A Journal of Speculative Research, Volume 12, Numbers 2 & 3,
2014, pp. 389-398 (9 pages)015, pp. 140-149 (9 pages).

Edward Scheer. “Robotics as New Media Dramaturgy The Case of the Sleepy Robot” The Drama
Review, Vol 59, Issue 3, 2

Key Concepts: robotic art, kinetic art, puppetry, moving sculpture, humans and non-humans,
simulated life, automatons, androids, science fiction, machines, the uncanny valley,
mechanical turks, authenticity

WEEK 8 - MAR 01
NETWORKS OF CONTROL: Systems Aesthetics, Communication Technology, and Net Art

Assignments: Week 7 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Mar 01) before
12pm/noon. Remember that the Week 8 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next
Monday (Mar 08) before 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 8 readings will be presented
today (Mar 01) during class.

Readings: Ila Nicole Sheren. “Standardization, Censorship, Systems, Surveillance: Artist
Perambulations Through Google Earth.” GeoHumanities, Volume 4, No. 2, 2018, pp. 397–416
(19 pages)

Eduardo Kac. “Aspects Of The Aesthetics Of Telecommunications.” Originally published in
Siggraph Visual Proceedings, edited by John Grimes and Gray Lorig, (New York: ACM, 1992),
pp. 47-57 (10 pages).



Marisa Olsen. “Lost Not Found: The Circulation of Image in Digital Visual Culture.” in Mass
Effect: Art and the Internet in the Twenty-First Century, edited by Lauren Cornell and Ed Halter,
co-published by MIT Press and the New Museum (Cambridge, MA), 2015, pp. 159-166 (7
pages).

Brad Troemel. “Art After Social Media” in You Are Here: Art After the Internet, edited by Omar
Kholeif, Cornerhouse (Manchester, UK), 2014, pp.36-43 (7 pages)

Key Concepts: systems, networks, the internet, web design, net art, internet art, databases,
archives, information technology, bureaucracy, telepresence, telecommunication, radio art,
live streaming, mobile phones, telephones, mail art, email art, fax art, social media, GPS,
satellite networks, Google Maps, mapping, circulationism.

WEEK 9 - MAR 08
THE MAGIC CIRCLE: Game Art, Role-Play, Alternate Realities, and Virtual Worlds

Assignments: Week 8 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Mar 08) before
12pm/noon. Remember that the Week 9 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next
Monday (Mar 15) before 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 9 readings will be presented
today (Mar 08) during class.

Readings: Celia Pearce. “Games AS art: The Aesthetics of Play.” Visible Language, Volume 40,
Number 1, 2006, pp.66-89 (23 pages)

Elisabeth Lapensee. “Call It a Vision Quest: Machinima in a First Nations context.” in
Understanding machinima : essays on filmmaking in virtual worlds, edited by Jenna Ng,
Bloomsbury Academic (New York City, NY) pp 216-235 (20 pages)

Lana Polansky. “Towards An Art History for Videogames” Rhizome, Aug 03, 2016 (online article).
Dorothy S Santos. “From Pixels to Text: Articulations of the Body in Digital Landscapes and

Imagined Space(s).” Art Journal, Volume 79, Issue 2, pp. 87-94 (7 pages)

Key Concepts: artist’s games, game art, art games, videogame art, MMORPGs, role-playing,
board games, alternate reality games, virtual reality, world-building, Indeginous Futurism,
feminist game design, media archeology, internet art, machinima,

WEEK 10 - MAR 15
CYBORG ASSEMBLAGES: Experimental Fashion, Body Art, Remixes, and Collage.

Assignments: Week 9 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Mar 15) before
12pm/noon. Remember that the Week 10 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next
Monday (Mar 22) before 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 10 readings will be
presented today (Mar 15) during class.



Readings: Anne Farren and Andrew Hutchison. “Cyborgs, New Technology, and the Body: The
Changing Nature of Garments.” Fashion Theory, Volume 8, Issue 4, 2004, pp. 461–476 (15
pages).

Anne Smelik. “New Materialism: A Theoretical Framework For Fashion In The Age Of
Technological Innovation.” International Journal of Fashion Studies, Volume 5 Number 1, 2018.
pp. 33–54 (17 pages)

Francesca Ferrando. “A Feminist Genealogy Of Posthuman Aesthetics In The Visual Arts.”
Palgrave Communications 2, Article No 16011, 2016, pp.1-12 (12 pages).

Key Concepts: the body, corporeality, new materialism, assemblage theory, posthumanism,
transhumanism, cyborg humans and non-humans, feminism, afrofuturism, costume,
clothing, garments, experimental fashion, remixing, collage

WEEK 11 - MAR 22
DARK ECOLOGIES: Digital Debris, Bio Art, Environmental Art, and Art During the
Anthropocene

Assignments: Week 10 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Mar 22) before
12pm/noon. Remember that the Week 11 Quiz and Reading Response are both due by next
Monday (Mar 29) before 12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 11 readings will be presented
today (Mar 22) during class. Take-home exam questions will be posted on eClass today (Mar 22)
before the start of class. Remember that you have two weeks to complete the exam and that you must
submit your file via Turnitin before 12pm/noon on Monday, April 05.

Readings:
Susan Ballard. “New Ecological Sympathies Thinking about Contemporary Art in the Age of

Extinction.” Environmental Humanities Volume 9, Issue 2, November 2017, pp.255-279 (24
pages).

Jussi Parikka. “Fossil Futures” in Geology of Media, University of Minnesota Press (Minneapolis,
MN), 2015, pp. 109-135 (26 pages).

Hito Steyerl. “Digital Debris: Spam and Scam.” October 138, Fall 2011, pp. 70–80

Key Concepts: bio art, genetic art, biology, environmental art, land art, ecology, the
anthropocene, the chthulucene, media archeology, new materialism, humans and
non-humans, plants, animals, space, minerals, digital debris, e-waste, junk, trash, garbage,
pollution, environmental criticism, climate change, activism

WEEK 12 - MAR 29
THE END: Post Internet Art, Post-Digital Art and Art During the Pandemic



Assignments: Week 11 Quiz and Reading Response are both due today (Mar 29) before
12pm/noon. Group presentation of Week 12 readings will be presented today (Mar 29) during
class. There is no Reading Response or Quiz due for this final week’s readings, but please
make sure to read the assigned texts as there are Take-Home Exam questions that have been
made in reference to them. Also please remember that the Take-Home Exam (or Research Essay if
you chose that option) is due next week via Turnitin on Monday (April 05) before 12pm/noon.

Readings:
Jennifer Chan. “Notes on Post-Internet Art.” in You Are Here: Art After the Internet, edited by Omar

Kholeif, Cornerhouse (Manchester, UK), 2014, pp.106-123 (17 pages)
Florian Kramer. “What is Post-Digital?”A Peer Review Journal About, Volume 3, Issue 1, 2014.

Pp.11-24 (13 pages)
Michael Conner. “Curating Online Exhibitions: Part 1: Performance, variability, objecthood.”

Rhizome, May 13, 2020 (online article).
Hito Steyerl. “Too Much World: Is the Internet Dead?” e-flux journal, Number 49, November 2013
(online article).

Key Concepts: internet art, post-internet art, post-digital art, the new aesthetic, materiality,
medium specificity, digital, analog, distribution networks, communication networks, social
media, streaming services, the art market, digital marketplaces, capitalism, resistance,
oppositionality, complicity, circulationism, online exhibits, digital curation, contemporaneity,
novelty, trends, platform economies, gig economies.

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Here are some helpful links to information on York’s various academic procedures and

policies. If you have any questions about anything related to these links please do not
hesitate to contact me and I will do my best to assist you.

● Senate Academic Policies, Procedures and Regulations Page: General page of the York
Senate’s many academic policies.

● SPARK Academic Integrity Web site: Extremely helpful resource for helping you to
make sure you are citing your work properly and not accidentally plagiarizing
anything.

● Ethics Review Process for Research Involving Human Participants: Probably not
applicable to this class but if you ever are researching other people you need to be
aware of how to do so under York’s ethics guidelines.

● Religious Observance Accommodation: Information on getting religious observance
accommodation for assignment and/or exam deadlines.

https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/
https://spark.library.yorku.ca/academic-integrity-what-is-academic-integrity/
https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/ethics-review-process-for-research-involving-human-participants-policy/
https://w2prod.sis.yorku.ca/Apps/WebObjects/cdm.woa/wa/regobs


● Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (Guidelines, Procedures and
Definitions): Information on getting accommodation for assignment and/or exam
deadlines if you are a student with disabilities.

● Academic Accommodation for Students with Disabilities (Policy): Information on
getting accommodation for assignment and/or exam deadlines if you are a student
with disabilities.

● Student Code of Rights and Responsibilities: PDF explaining York’s expected code of
conduct for you as a student.

● Conduct of Examinations (Policy and Guidelines): General exam policy/information.
● Limits on the Worth of Examinations in the Final Classes of a Term (Policy): No

examinations or tests collectively worth more than 20% of the final grade in a course
will be given during the final 14 calendar days of classes in a term. The exceptions to
the rule are classes which regularly meet Friday evenings or on Saturday and/or
Sunday at any time, and courses offered in the compressed summer terms.

● Final Examinations and Final Grades in Courses: Final course grades may be adjusted
to conform to Program or Faculty grades distribution profiles.

● Grading Scheme and Feedback (Policy): The Senate Grading Scheme and Feedback
Policy stipulates that (a) the grading scheme (i.e. kinds and weights of assignments,
essays, exams, etc.) be announced, and be available in writing, within the first two
weeks of class, and that, (b) under normal circumstances, graded feedback worth at
least 15% of the final grade for Fall, Winter or Summer Term, and 30% for ‘full year’
courses offered in the Fall/Winter Term be received by students in all courses prior to
the final withdrawal date from a course without receiving a grade.

● Important University Sessional Dates 20/21: Here you will find classes and exams
start/end dates, reading/co-curricular week, add/drop deadlines, holidays, University
closings and more).

● Manage My Academic Record: Here you can find resources on anything to do with
adding/dropping courses, getting extensions, disputing grades, preparing for
graduation, or a number of other things related to your academic record.

https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-with-disabilities-guidelines-procedures-and-definitions/
https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-with-disabilities-guidelines-procedures-and-definitions/
https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/academic-accommodation-for-students-with-disabilities-policy/
https://secure.students.yorku.ca/pdf/CodeofRightsandResponsibilities.pdf
https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/conduct-of-examinations-policy-guidelines/
https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/limits-on-the-worth-of-examinations-in-the-final-classes-of-a-term-policy/
https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/final-examinations-and-final-grades-in-courses/
https://secretariat-policies.info.yorku.ca/policies/grading-scheme-and-feedback-policy/
https://registrar.yorku.ca/enrol/dates/fw20
https://myacademicrecord.students.yorku.ca/

